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COVID-19 Status in the USA
New Cases by Day



COVID-19: FACTS

• Concentrations of SARS-CoV-2 RNA in URS decline after onset of symptoms

• In patients with mild to moderate COVID-19, RCV has not been recovered after 10 
days following symptom onset
• Recovery of RCV between 10 and 20 days after symptom onset has been documented in 

immunocompromised patients and patients with severe infections

• High-risk household and hospital contacts do not develop infection if their
exposure to a case patient starts 6 days or more after the case patient’s illness
onset.

URS: Upper Respiratory Specimen, RCV: Replication-Competent Virus



COVID-19 FACTS

• Recovered patients can continue to have SARS-CoV-2 RNA detected in URS for
up to 12 weeks.
• Study of 285 "persistently positive" persons, found no infections in 790 contacts

• URS from patients who recovered from an initial COVID19 illness and subsequely
developed new symptoms and retested positive by did not have RCV
• The risk of reinfection may be lower in the first 3 months after initial infection
• Currently, there have been no confirmed cases of SARS-CoV-2 reinfection.
• Serologic or other correlates of immunity have not yet been established.

URS: Upper Respiratory Specimen, RCV: Replication-Competent Virus
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UPDATES

• Duration of isolation and precautions
• Role of PCR testing after isolation and precautions are discontinued
• Role of serology tests after isolation and precautions are discontinued
• How to determine when a HCP can return to work after being infected with SARS-

COV-2



Remcomendations for Persons with COVID-19
Duration of isolation and precautions

• For most people, isolation can be discontinued 10 days after symptom onset and 
resolution of fever for at least 24 hours, without the use of antipyretics , 
and improvement of other symptoms.

• A limited number of persons with severe illness or immunocompromised may produce 
replication-competent virus beyond 10 days that may warrant extending duration of isolation
for up to 20 days 1.

• For persons who never develop symptoms, isolation can be discontinued 10 days after the
date of their first positive RT-PCR test.

1. Consider consultation with infectious disease expert



Recommendations for Persons with COVID-19:
Role of PCR testing after discontinuation of isolation or precautions

• For persons who are severely immunocompromised, a test-based strategy could be considered1.

• For persons diagnosed with symptomatic COVID-19 who remain asymptomatic after recovery:
• Retesting is not recommended within 3 months after the date of symptom onset.
• Quarantine is not recommended in the event of close contact with an infected person.

• For persons who develop new symptoms consistent with COVID-19 during the 3 months after the
date of initial symptom onset, if an alternative etiology cannot be identified by a provider:
• The person may warrant retesting and quarantine may be considered in the event symptoms develop within 14 days

after close contact with an infected person1.

• For persons who never developed symptoms, the date of first positive RT-PCR test should be 
used in place of the date of symptom onset.

1. Consider consultation with infectious disease expert



Remcomendations for Persons with COVID-19

• Role of serologic testing
• Serology should not be used to establish the presence or absence of infection 

or reinfection



Testing Health Care Personnel to Determine When They
are no Longer Infectious

• In most cases the symptom based strategy should be used to determine when a 
HCP may return to work

• A test-based strategy could also be considered for some HCP (e.g., severely
immunocompromised or severe COVID-19 illness) in consultation with local 
infectious diseases experts if concerns exist for the HCP being infectious for more 
than 20 days.



Characteristics of Women of Reproductive Age with Laboratory-
Confirmed SARS-CoV-2 Infection by Pregnancy Status
United States, January 22–June 7, 2020

• CDC received reports of 326,335 
women of reproductive age (15–
44 years) who had positive test 
results for SARS-CoV-2.
• Data on pregnancy status 

were available for 91,412 
(28.0%) women with 
laboratory-confirmed 
infections; 

• Among these, 8,207 (9.0%) 
were pregnant



Treatment Update 



Prevention Updates



Dynamic interventions to control COVID-19 pandemic: a multivariate 
prediction modelling study comparing 16 worldwide countries

European Journal of Epidemiology (2020) 35:389–399 https://doi.org/10.1007/s10654-020-00649-w 

High Income Country Low Income Country

Mitigation:  R=0.8
Suppression:  R=0.5



Questions

• Have you heard or read anything 
about these masks in the link?  I 
have people asking if these are 
acceptable at work but I can't 
tell if they have been studied at 
all.  Let me know if you have any 
ideas of where I can find more 
information. Thank you! 


