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Epi:
• IHS dashboard
• Brookings mortality review





American Indians and Alaska Natives are dying of COVID-19 at shocking rates (brookings.edu)

https://www.brookings.edu/research/american-indians-and-alaska-natives-are-dying-of-covid-19-at-shocking-rates/








Media review:  
dominated by vaccination











Letter: Thankful for help of Klamath Tribes efficient vaccination
I would like to commend the tribes on their most generous offering of COVID vaccines to the Klamath County population.
It was all very structured so that everyone who drove in was placed in the parking area such that when it was your time, they were brought into the 
building in the order of your arrival. A feat unto itself — organizing that parking lot in this manner.

In the building, the women very efficiently had you complete the paperwork and then brought you into a large room where you were placed in a group 
by alphabet letters – each group had 11 people. I later learned this was so each group would be brought back for the vaccinations in order of arrival 
and there were 11 shots in each vial. Again, efficiency.

Once you were vaccinated, you waited with your group while the two people who gave the injections completed the cards showing we received the 
vaccine and stamped on the back was the date we were to come back for the second shot. This took about 15 minutes, the time required you wait to 
be sure there are not any allergic reactions. Then we were shown the way out where they had bags full of snacks, fruit snacks and a drink to go.

I was very impressed with the whole situation and I think the Tribes need recognition and our gratefulness for this endeavor. It took a lot of time and 
money to get this as efficiently arranged as it was and I am very appreciative of their generosity.
Sandi Dunn
Klamath Falls







Recurring points in media:

Sovereignty

partnerships

Communication

Community

• Set own policies 

•Vaccine availability, distribution

•Working with county and state

•Vaccine use, minimum wastage

•Vaccine messaging 
tribal government, health care workers, peers



Publications • Sequelae of COVID-19 disease
• Vaccine safety monitoring 





Observational 
Study

• 234 participants with COVID-19 

• Single follow-up questionnaire between 3 and 9 
months after illness onset

• Study limitations include a small sample size, single 
study location, potential bias from self-reported 
symptoms during illness episode, and loss to follow-
up of 57 participants. 



Respondents

• 177 of 234 participants (75.6%)

• Age 48.0 (18-94) years; 57.1%] women)

• Severity: 6.2% asymptomatic,  84.7% outpatients 
with mild illness, and 9.0% moderate or severe 
disease requiring hospitalization 

• Hypertension most common comorbidity (13.0%)



About 1/3 had 
at least one 
persistent 
symptom

• 49 of 150 outpatients (32.7%), 

• 5 of 16 hospitalized patients (31.3%)

• 11 of 31 patients (35.5%) with hypertension or 
diabetes





Almost there


