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Produce and deploy by mid 2021

Will support 8 vaccine candidates 

Govt standardized protocols

Govt pays downstream costs to de-risk R&D and manufacture

Must maintain transparent process and data on safety and efficacy 

Govt and researchers need to be able to maintain trust of public, 
which will have direct impact on vaccine uptake



Recent selected media 

Indian Country and COVID





https://www.ihs.gov/newsroom/ihs-blog/august2020/ihs-doctor-recounts-her-experiences-managing-
the-early-phases-of-the-covid-19-pandemic/

https://www.ihs.gov/newsroom/ihs-blog/august2020/ihs-doctor-recounts-her-experiences-managing-the-early-phases-of-the-covid-19-pandemic/


CDC & IHS data 



Unofficial COVID data, IHS,  August 22-29
Area New positive 

tests
% increase positive 

tests
% increase in total tests 

done
% tests positive new positive tests per 

100,000 population  **

AK 166 15% 8% 2% 127
ABQ 22 1% 2% 2% 18
BEM 97 9% 9% 3% 71
BIL 173 12% 2% 14% 224
CA 31 5% 7% 5% 15
GP 237 12% 8% 6% 196
NAS 31 2% 4% 3% 22
NAV 121 1% 4% 5% 52
OKC 709 9% 6% 9% 174
PHX 191 2% 5% 7% 86
POR 170 8% 7% 8% 74
TUC 5 1% 3% 3% 12
TOTAL 1953 5% 6% 5% 95

*% increase over cumulative total as taken from Aug 23 and Aug 30 IHS coronavirus dashboard; does not indicate trends
https://www.ihs.gov/coronavirus/
**User pop as denominator, taken from Trends in Indian Health, 2014 version, chart 2.2 https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dps/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Trends2014Book508.pdf

https://www.ihs.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dps/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Trends2014Book508.pdf
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New/Updated Guidance of Note

CDC

Testing of asymptomatic contacts

Guidance for retail workers to prevent violence enforcing mask rules

FDA

Antigen test EUA issued

Consumer warning on sanitizer issued



CDC changes testing guidance
NOW

If you have been in close contact (within 6 
feet) of a person with a COVID-19 infection for 
at least 15 minutes but do not have symptoms: 
You do not necessarily need a test unless you 
are a vulnerable individual or your health care 
provider or State or local public health officials 
recommend you take one.”

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html

THEN

Testing is recommended for all close contacts 
of persons with SARS-CoV-2 infection. Because 
of the potential for asymptomatic and pre-
symptomatic transmission, it is important that 
contacts of individuals with SARS-CoV-2 
infection be quickly identified and tested

https://web.archive.org/web/2020082004512
1/https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20200820045121/https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html


Or, maybe not clarification quotes Aug 27

Dr Redfield: 

“Everyone who needs a Covid-19 test can get a test. Everyone who wants a test does not 
necessarily need a test,”  

“placing an emphasis on testing individuals with symptomatic illness, individuals with a 
significant exposure, vulnerable populations including nursing homes or long-term care facilities, 
critical infrastructure workers, health care workers and first responders, or those individuals who 
may be asymptomatic when prioritized by medical and public health officials.”
ADM Giroir :

“There are going to be areas that public health officials say, ‘We want to test a lot of asymptomatic 
people because we have spread or we have an increase in positivity.’ We want to support that. That 
is a whole different situation than someone waking up in a place where there’s a 1% prevalence 
and saying I want to get tested today tomorrow and the next day. That’s really not indicated.”



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/business-
employers/limit-workplace-violence.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/business-employers/limit-workplace-violence.html




This means YOU

We are bound by certain RULES

Do these things

We won’t confront you/de-escalation

It’s official: state logo



https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-diagnostic-test-
where-results-can-be-read-directly-testing-card

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-diagnostic-test-where-results-can-be-read-directly-testing-card


The details—antigen test
-NP swab, sample put onto a testing card with reagent, 15 minutes to get results

-credit card size, no equipment needed

-point-of-care settings/doctor’s office

-Manufacturer plans to make up to 50 million tests available monthly in the U.S. at the beginning 
of October 2020, with a $5 price tag

-can be paired with an app from manufacturer 

-antigen tests are very specific but not as sensitive as molecular tests. Negative results from an 
antigen test should be considered in the context of clinical observations, patient history and 
epidemiological information.





While we are on testing—salivadirect?

Any responses to inquiries to your contract lab becoming an authorized lab? 

Your experience can help us learn if and how this is best used in Indian Country









Thank you
Questions?

Challenges?

Lessons learned?


