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• PrimeStore MTM (LH-1-02* and LH-1-03*), Zymo DNA/RNA Shield, and 
Spectrum Solutions Saliva Collection Device contain a transport medium 
which maintains patient specimens while they are transported to a laboratory 
for RNA and DNA testing. 
• These media contain guanidine thiocyanate or similar chemicals, which 

produces a potentially hazardous chemical reaction that releases cyanide gas 
when exposed to bleach (sodium hypochlorite) and should not be used in a 
testing platform, or in laboratory processes, that use bleach. 
• Many laboratories may use bleach in their cleaning or decontamination 

processes in response to laboratory spills.



• Other transport media may contain guanidine thiocyanate or other similar 
chemicals, and ingredients in transport media may not be listed on individual 
tubes. 
• If laboratory staff do not know the ingredients in the transport media, they 

should handle it as though it has guanidine thiocyanate or similar chemicals 
to avoid a potential reaction. 
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• Public health recommendations have been updated to accommodate new 
scientific evidence, evolving epidemiology, and the need to simplify risk 
assessment. New recommendations are based on:

• Growing evidence of transmission risk from infected people without symptoms 
(asymptomatic) or before the onset of recognized symptoms (presymptomatic);

• Increased community transmission in many parts of the country;

• A need to communicate effectively to the general public;

• Continued focus on reducing transmission through social distancing and other 
personal prevention strategies.

















• On Tuesday, June 9, 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm ET, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), along with speakers from Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH) and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

• Starting a webinar series on the topic of Respirators for Health Care Personnel 
Use during COVID-19 Pandemic. 

• FDA will share information and answer questions about emergency use 
authorizations (EUAs) for respirators, importing respirators, and overall FDA 
actions to help assure health care personnel on the front lines have the 
necessary supplies of respirators to meet the demand.
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For health-care workers and administrators, our findings 
suggest that N95 respirators might be more strongly 
associated with protection from viral transmission than 
surgical masks. Both N95 and surgical masks have a stronger 
association with protection compared with single-layer 
masks. Eye protection might also add substantial protection. 









• Among 68 participants, 66.2% were women and 48.5% were nurses. 
• Participants used
• Dome-shaped N95s: 51 of 68 (75.0%)
• Duckbill N95s: 17 of 68 (25.0%) 

• Overall, 38.2% of participants failed the fit test
• 12 of 17 (70.6%) duckbill masks failed
• 14 of 51 (27.5%) dome-shaped masks

• Among wearers of dome-shaped masks, fit test failure was associated with
• Increased number of shifts worn (median, 4 shifts [interquartile range {IQR}, 3-5] vs 2 

shifts [IQR, 1-3]; P < .001), 
• Increased donnings/doffings (median, 15 [IQR, 13-18] vs 8 [IQR, 4-12]; P < .001)
• Increased hours worn (14 [IQR, 10-30] vs 12 [IQR, 6-16]; P = .048)





• To calculate how likely a negative test is truly negative, one can use Bayes’ 
theorem, which incorporates information about both the person and the 
accuracy of the test. 
• For a negative test, there are two key inputs: 
• Pretest probability, an estimate, before testing, of the person’s chance of being 

infected 
• Test sensitivity
• Pretest probability might depend on local Covid-19 prevalence, SARS-CoV-2 exposure 

history, and symptoms. 
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