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Background

• ESSENCE is an emergency department syndromic surveillance data 
system that:
• Provides near real-time information on emergency department visits
• Can be used for early detection of events of public health importance
• Can be used to measure burden on health care systems during events like the 

COVID-19 pandemic

• ESSENCE data can supplement (but not replace) official case counts, 
deaths, and lab results reported by states and by IHS
• NWTEC currently has access to ESSENCE data for Oregon and 

Washington
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Limitations & Caveats

• Data only represent cases that presented to Emergency Departments 
that report to ESSENCE
• Completeness of data may be affected by technical issues at the 

facility or system level
• Accuracy of race/ethnicity information is not known
• Definitions for syndromes/outcomes being monitored evolve over 

time


