
Substance 
Use Disorders

Team-Based Intakes, 
Inductions, and Visits: 

Key Roles and 
Considerations for 
Non-Prescribers



Objectives 

Describe three key components of the initial 
patient intake visitDescribe

Apply evidence-based patient assessment 
tools in patient induction encountersApply

Identify three key considerations of 
comprehensive patient assessments to 
promote principles of trauma responsive care  

Identify



American 
Society of 
Addition 
Medicine



Patient Presentation

Active 
Withdrawal

Post Acute 
Withdrawal Intoxicated

Incarcerated Treatment 
Program 

ED After an 
Overdose



Treatment, C. F. (1970, January 01). Chapter 4. Initial Screening, Admission Procedures, and 
Assessment Techniques. Retrieved from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK64165/#A82825

Initial Screening/Intake

Admission Procedures and Initial Evaluation

Medical Assessment

Induction Assessment

Comprehensive Assessment



Initial Screening and Intake
Determine an applicant’s eligibility and readiness

Establish an effective therapeutic alliance

Provide immediate, practical information that helps 
potential applicants make decisions about MAT

Brief exploration of applicants' expectations

Crisis intervention.

Education

Identification of treatment barriers.



Admission 
Procedures 
and Initial 
Evaluation

Positively engage patients

Treatment History

Orientation to MAT

Recovery Environment

Substance of abuse

Prescription and OTC medication use



Admission 
Procedures 
and Initial 
Evaluation

Method and level of substance use

Pattern of daily preoccupation with substance use

Other compulsive behaviors

Patient motivation and reason for seeking treatment

Patient personal recovery resources

Scheduling next appointment



Medical Assessment

Toxicology tests 
Other 

laboratory tests 
as necessary

Psychosocial 
assessment

Complete 
medical history

TB, Hepatitis, 
HIV, and STD’s

History and 
extent of all 

substance use
Complete 

physical exam



Induction 
Assessment

Assess at least daily

Overmedication 

Undermedication 

Dose adjustments



INDUCTIONS

Clinical Opioid Withdrawal Scale

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmRAgNbwNRE



INDUCTIONS

Subjective Opioid Withdrawal Scale



Comprehensive Assessment

Patient recollections of 
and attitudes about 
previous substance 

abuse treatment 

Expectations and 
motivation for 

treatment
Level of support for a 

substance-free lifestyle
History of physical or 

sexual abuse 

Military or combat 
history Traumatic life events

Cultural, religious, and 
spiritual basis for any 

values and assumptions 
that might affect 

treatment



Take Aways.  The question really is, what key role can a 
pharmacist not play? 

 Today you start helping patients treat their 
opioid withdrawal symptoms.
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