
Situation: HHS Practice Guidelines for the Administration of Buprenorphine for Treating Opioid Use 
Disorder changed on April 28, 2021. Practitioners with DEA number are now eligible to apply for an X-
waiver to treat up to 30 patients by submitting Notice of Intent (NOI) without required training.  

Background: Previously qualified prescribers with DEA number had to complete 8-24 hours of training in 
order to be able to obtain an X-waiver to prescribe buprenorphine for OUD. 

Assessment/Recommendation:  

1)      Follow link to: https://buprenorphine.samhsa.gov/forms/select-practitioner-type.php.  
2)      Complete 2 screens below.  

 

3)      Next screen: Choose 30-patient limit.  
4)      Complete CERTIFICATION OF QUALIFYING CRITERIA SECTION.  
a)       APRNs and PAs: check SAMHSA’s Providers Clinical Support System (PCSS) in “CERTIFICATION 

OF QUALIFYING CRITERIA,” then enter “practice guidelines” in the text box for the date. (see 
below page for photos for APRNs/PAs) 

b)      Physicians: Select “Other” in “CERTIFICATION OF QUALIFYING CRITERIA,” then enter “practice 
guidelines” in the text box for the city of the training. The training date should be the application 
date.  

5)      SAMHSA reviews applications within 45 days of receipt. Once the application process is 
complete and the application is approved, SAMHSA will email an approval letter to the 
practitioner indicating their waiver level with certification date, and informing them they will 
receive their x-designation from the DEA within seven to ten business days. 

6)      Should you want to increase your patient limit beyond 30 persons, qualified practitioners who 
undertake required training (8 hours for physicians, 24 for APRN/PAs) can treat up to 100 
patients using buprenorphine for the treatment of opioid use disorder (OUD) in the first year if 
they possess a waiver under 21 U.S.C. § 823(g)(2) (i.e., a DATA 2000 waiver) and meet certain 
conditions. 

https://buprenorphine.samhsa.gov/forms/select-practitioner-type.php
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