
A story of how decades of trauma 
has led to massive disparities in 

the health of Indigenous 
people…and the path to 

overcoming them.

A History of the Health of 
the Klamath, Modoc and 

Yahooskin Peoples



Overview

Give a brief overview of what you’ll cover in your presentation. 
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Interesting facts

List some interesting facts about Native American 
Heritage Month. Here are a few examples:
• In 1914, Rev. Red Fox James traveled 4,000 miles to 

Washington, D.C. to petition the president for a day to 
honor Native Americans.

• In 1968, California Governor Ronald Reagan designated the 
fourth Friday in September as American Indian Day.

• In 1990, President George H.W. Bush designated 
November as National American Indian Heritage Month.



How we celebrate

List some ways you can celebrate Native American 
Heritage Month. Here are a few examples:
• Discover Native American artists
• Read Native American authors
• Listen to Native American music
• Learn Native American history

Tribal Termination

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Native%20American%20artists
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Native%20American%20authors
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Native%20American%20music
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Native%20American%20history


ter·mi·na·tion | \ ˌtər-mə-ˈnā-shən
noun

: an end in time or existence



• Loss of Sovereignty

• Federal government no longer has a responsibility to tribes
Broken treaties
Loss of federal aid, services, and protection

• Indian Relocation Act
BIA had vocational training in large cities
How would Indigenous people thrive in large cities from rural 
reservations?

• Are you still Indigenous if your tribe is no longer recognized?

What does Termination mean?



Why were the 
Klamath Tribes 
terminated?

• Paid entire cost 
of BIA

• About 80% were 
not actually 
employed, they 
lived off of the 
land.

• Money was still 
controlled by 
Trustees 



Why were the Klamath Tribes 
terminated?

Held some of the most valuable land in the 
US

- Ponderosa Pine
- Sold to pay off members
- Flooded the market
- Collapsed the lumber industry









Results of Assimilation Policy 
and The Termination Act

• High levels of unemployment 
and poverty

• Low levels of education
• No Indian Health Services
• Huge Incidence of Depression 



Between 1966 and 1980, 
28 percent of Klamaths died 

before age 25; 
52 percent died before they 

were 40.



RESTORATION
• In 1986 The Klamath Tribes were restored their recognition with 

the federal government.  

• Unlike many other tribes, we were restored without out land.

• Our people were still spread out throughout the country. 

• The Klamath Tribes still lack a reliable source of revenue. 



Where are we now?

“When compared to other ethnic and race 
groups, Indigenous people have a lower life 
expectancy, lower quality of life, and higher 

rate of chronic conditions.”



Disease Prevalence
• Alcohol related - 520%

• Tuberculosis - 450%

• Chronic liver disease and cirrhosis – 368%

• Motor Vehicle Crashes - 207% 

• Diabetes mellitus - 177% 

• Unintentional injuries - 141% 

• Poisoning - 118% 

• Homicide - 86% 

• Suicide - 60% 

• Pneumonia and influenza - 37%

• Firearm injury - 16%
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- Rural areas

- Underfunded Clinics/Hospitals

- Staffing at IHS hospitals is 25% under what is 
recommended.

- In 2019, IHS spent $4,078 per person, compared 
with Medicaid spending $8,109, VA is $11,800 and 
Medicare $13,185.

Access to Healthcare



Educational material is not culturally appropriate.

More than 23% on Native Americans report 
experiencing discrimination in a healthcare setting.

15% of Indigenous people report not seeking 
medical care because of fear of discrimination.

General distrust due to past experiences

Discrimination within Healthcare



Economics
Federal Indian Policy caused large 

economic gaps between Indigenous 
people and other races

• Median Household income is much lower

• Remote location of reservations

• Lack of access to common resources

• Food Deserts





Perseverance

§ Land Protectors

§ Healthcare Facilities for 
Non-Natives

§ Covid Response

§ Era of Healing
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