
 

Emergency Medicine for Rural and Indigenous Communities  

Gathering 

Rapid City, SD  • September 26th - 28th, 2023 
 

 
Facilitated and led by YakaiYastai Gorman-Etl (Diné/Cheyenne), Northwest Indian College Behavioral 

Health Program Coordinator 
  

Staff serving rural and Indigenous communities are invited to participate in a free, 2 day gathering on 
September 27-28, 2023 in Rapid City, SD. Our goal is to empower our communities to provide excellence in 

emergency medical care in a manner that honors and respects the historical and cultural context of the 
communities we serve. We hope to bring together community leaders, nurses, administrators, medics, 

physicians, pharmacists, pre-health students, and all who are interested, to share our stories, culture, history, 
language, smiles and good humor, to learn from one another, and to discuss opportunities Emergency 

Departments have to better serve rural and Indigenous communities. We will host an optional pre-conference 
session focused on building and supporting the workforce providing emergency care on the afternoon of 

September 26. Both in-person and virtual options for joining are available.  We will continue with follow-up 
virtual ECHO clinics to continue learning, knowledge sharing and support. CE will be provided.  

 
Training Location: The Hotel Alex Johnson, 523 SIXTH ST. RAPID CITY, SD, 57701 (In-person participation will 
follow all local COVID-19 guidance; participants are invited to stay safe by taking simple precautions, such as 
wearing a mask and being vaccinated and boosted for COVID-19; rapid antigen testing for COVID-19 will be 

available); Virtually via Zoom, simply click here anytime during the training to connect: 
https://echo.zoom.us/j/88661555928?pwd=dnRuZWpvcGJqRjFYRE1VZHhpT1Rldz09 

 
September 26 – Optional Pre-Conference Gathering (note all times MT)  
 

7:30-11 Optional trip to Crazy Horse  
*Please note this is an independent group activity- no transportation provided* 

12:30-1 Check-in/Registration at the Ballroom 
1-1:30 Welcome/Introductions  

–Sheryl Livingston (Diné), MA, LPCC and Paul Charlton, MD 
1:30-3 Recruitment Pathways into Healthcare Roles in Rural and Indigenous 

Communities  
– Panel Facilitated by Paul Charlton, MD, Safia Rubaii, MD, Valerie Dobiesz, MD 

3-4:15 Retaining Healthcare Workers in Rural and Indigenous Communities  
– Panel Facilitated by Paul Charlton, MD, and Topher Jentoft, MD 

4:15-5:30  EM:RAP & emRIC Panel: Career Opportunities for Providers in Emergency 
Medicine for Rural and Indigenous Communities 
– Facilitated by Vanessa Cardy, MD, and Jeanie Ringelberg, MD 
 
 All Day - EM:RAP: Record YOUR Clinical Case of Emergency Medicine in Rural and Indigenous Communities 
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September 27 (note all times MT)  
 
8-8:30  Registration, Breakfast, Coffee  
8:30-8:45 Welcome/Blessing  

– Natalie Holt, Acting Chief Medical Officer, Great Plains Area IHS 
8:45-9:45 Intro to Health Status of Tribal People/History of Colonization & Impact 

on Tribal Health  
– Sandor Iron Rope (Tetonwan Lakota Oyate), ICPI President; Topher Jentoft, MD; 
YakaiYastai Gorman-Etl (Diné/Cheyenne) 

9:45-10:45 An Indigenous Rights-Based Approach to Medicine  
– YakaiYastai Gorman-Etl (Diné/Cheyenne); John Rozehnal, MD 

10:45-11  Break 
11-12 Health Equity & Disparities: Climate Change and Health  

– Michelle Montgomery (Haliwa Saponi/Eastern Band Cherokee), MA, MPP, PhD; Paul 
Charlton, MD 

12-1 Working Lunch (Provided) Academic Partnerships 
 – Maggie Grandon; Reno Charette (Crow); Valerie Dobiesz, MD; Matt Tobey, MD; 
Brendan Carr, MD; Cpt. Jon Schuchart; Margaret Greenwood-Ericksen, MD, MSc; Emily 
Bartlett, MD 

1-2 MMIP: A Panel Discussion 
 – Naida Medicine Crow (Crow Creek Hunkpati Dakota Nation); Hanni Stoklosa, MD, 
MPH; Katie Papke (Choctaw), LMSW, CAADC, CCTP, CCHTVSP; Jeanie Ringleberg, MD 

2-3 Cultural Safety 
 – Jennifer S. Nanez (Acoma Pueblo), MSW, LMSW; Sheryl Livingston (Diné), MA, LPCC 

3-3:15  Break 
3:15-4:15 Emergency Medicine’s Role in the Syphilis Outbreak Response  

– Meghan O'Connell (Cherokee Nation), MD, MPH; Amina Chaudhry, MD; Topher 
Jentoft, MD 

4:15-4:30  Wrap-up/Close for the day 
Evening   Join us for an evening reception: Firehouse Brewing 6-9pm MT 

 
 All Day - EM:RAP: Record YOUR Clinical Case of Emergency Medicine in Rural and Indigenous Communities 
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September 28 (note all times MT) 
 
8-8:30  Check-in/Breakfast Provided  

Welcome/Blessing  
– YakaiYastai Gorman-Etl (Diné/Cheyenne) 

8:30-9:30 Cultural Health: What is it and how do we interact with it?  
–Jared Etl (Lakota and Dakota), TCHP Communication Coordinator, NPAIHB; Reno 
Charette; Sheryl Livingston (Diné), MA, LPCC; Jeanie Ringleberg, MD 

9:30-10:30 Cultural Knowledge in Emergency Medicine: Addressing the Opioid Crisis  
– Melanie Nadeau (Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa), PhD, MPH; Emily Bartlett, MD 

10:30-10:45  Break 
10:45-11:45 Innovations for Institutional Turnover: A panel discussion  

-Paul Charlton, MD; Dan Schnorr, MD 
11:45-12  Break 
12-1 Working Lunch (Provided) Innovations in Recruitment and Pathways   

- Carrie Sampson-Samuels (WallaWalla-Umatilla-Cayuse); Sasha Jones (Shoshone-
Paiute); Valerie Dobiesz, MD 

1-2 Tribal Sustainability and Self-Determination  
- Peter Lengkeek (Crow Creek Sioux), Chairman Crow Creek Sioux Tribe 

2-3  Abortion Care and Gender Affirming Care Access Amid Current Legislative 
Bans  
– Amina Chaudhry, MD; Hannah Wenger, MD; Sarah Traxler, MD; John Rozehnal, MD 

3-4  Operational Innovations  
- Jerad Sampson, NRP-FPC; Eric Emery; Marty Link; Chelsea C. White IV, MD 

4-4:30   Evaluation/Wrap-up – All 
4:30   Close 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Day - EM:RAP: Record YOUR Clinical Case of Emergency Medicine in Rural and Indigenous Communities 


